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Leah Shearer of Rochester accepts the emerging leader award at the ROC City Rising networking event
Waednesday at the George Eastman House for her work with the I'm Too Young For This Cancer Foundation.

Networking event focuses
on helpmg the community

EMILY SHEARING
STAFF WEEITER

Volunteerism was the
theme at the third annual
ROC City Rising event
Wednesday night at the
(eorge Eastman House.

More than 300 young
professionals and busi-
ness leaders gathered to
rub elbows and exchange
ideas at the event, organ-
ized by Eastman Young
Professional:s and the
ROC City
Coalition.
As  they
arrived,
the so-
cial-
media-
SAVYY
guests
WEre en-
couraged
to tweet throughout the
evening,

Kate Turmer, president
of Eastman Young Profes-
sionals, said the goal was
ta connect different gen-

Turnar

erations of leaders.
“There arem’t a ton of
chances to meet estab-
lished leaders who can
help (young profes-
siomals) get ahead," she
said.

Sylvia Gonzalez, loan
coordinator at £t John
Fisher College, said the
event was a good way for
her and her peers to maet

KATE MELTON
Jennifer Galvez Caton, right, and Abby Adair, both of
Pittsfard, chat at the ROC City Rising avent.

new people. “It was nice
R0 SEE S0 MANY YOURE Pro-
fessionals out and net-
working,” she said. Eric
Shoen, director of gift
planning at Rochester
General Hospital, agreed,
*I wanted to network with
other young profes-
sionals, and it's a great
wenue to engage young
donors.”

To reflect the volun-
teerism theme, keynote:
speaker Jennifer Leonard,,

exzecutive director of the:

Rochester Area Commu--
nity Foundation, encour-
aged young professionals;
to get involved in the
community.

“Rochester has a long:
tradition of volunteerism
and civic engagement,”
Leonard said. "Volunteer-
ing 15 & great way to learn.
about the
needs in.
the com-
muniky
and pget
away
from our
daily
cares,”

Other
speakers
included Mayor Robert
Duffy and County Execu-
tive Maggie Brooks, who
both referred to the

Lesnard
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emerging talent in the
room.

“This community is in
the middle of a transfor-
mation, and what we need
is to capture the ener
and the innovation of the
young professionals in
this community,” Duffy
said.

This year's event also
marked the first time that
awards were presented to

NOTHNAGLE

NOTHNAGLE

people making a differ-
ence in the community.

Leah Shearer, regional
chair of the Upstate New
York chapter of the I'm
Too Yi For This Can-
cer Foundation won the
emerging leader award.
She began the I'm Too
Young program in Roch-
ester three years ago after
her own battle with can-
Cer.

“There really wasn’t
something that spoke to
me and my age group in
general,” said Shearer,
who also is program coor-
dinator for Teens Living
with Cancer and works as
a teacher’s assistant and
freelance writer. “It can

get overwhelming,” she
said of her busy sciedule.
“But there’s something
about what
ok
from things you wish

you had had when you
were going through it that
makes it almost impossi-

Peter Carpino, presi-,
dent of the United Way of
Greater Rochester and ad-
viser to the United Way
Worldwide young profes-
sionals’ business resource

roup, won the estab-
d community leader
award. Not only has Car-
pino served the commu-
nity, but he also has a
f.ummitment to support-

Ing young
“It's the responsibility
of our established leaders
to help coach, mentor and
create opportunities so
our young professionals
can assume those increas-
ingly influential roles,”
Carpino said. His advice
to rising leaders was to
“follow your passion. Lis-
ten first, then act, and be
intentional about the ways

when in which you want to ad-

vance the organization
you serve.”

Shearer also encour-
aged others to volunteer.
“Getting involved in your
community just really
makes you feel both con-
nected and inspired to get
up each day,” she said.
“We really need cultiva-
tion from young people
and their ideas.” O
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