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Read, paint, plant: United Way’s Annual Day of Caring sparks more than 500 projects and 9,000 volunteers

Rochester, NY- More than 9,000 volunteers from various companies, schools and other organizations in Rochester will take a break from their offices and classrooms tomorrow to participate in this year’s Day of Caring. United Way’s annual Day of Caring is this community’s single largest volunteer effort. 
Some of this year’s Day of Caring projects include spring park clean-up, planting community gardens, and getting children’s outdoor play areas ready for the warm weather. Other volunteers will spend the day reading to children or spending quality time with senior citizens. These projects are incredibly helpful to local nonprofits that may not otherwise have resources for such activities. 
For the first time this year, volunteers signed up for Day of Caring online via the United Way of Greater Rochester web site, www.uwrochester.org. Teams were able to register and select projects that fit their interests and team size through the new user-driven site. This new registration process, which will continue to be used for other volunteer opportunities, allowed volunteers to be more engaged as they chose projects that are aligned to their philanthropic interests.

“Rochester has always been a community that cares for our neighbors.” said Carly Layton, Director of Volunteer Engagement at United Way. “Besides helping local not-for-profit organizations, and ultimately those who they serve, Day of Caring volunteers can see, first hand, how their United Way donations make a difference in our community every day.”
United Way connects thousands of individuals with volunteering projects throughout the year. On May 1, United Way – in partnership with the Democrat & Chronicle – began to transition from its Volunteer Connection application to a new system. The new system will connect volunteers with opportunities directly from the Democrat and Chronicle website, www.democratandchronicle.com . 
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United Way of Greater Rochester’s mission is to magnify and focus the power of community resources to address our most pressing social needs.  Please visit us online at www.uwrochester.org.
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